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The Oxford dictionary describes "democracy" like so: "A form of government in which sovereign
power resides in the people as a whole and is exercised either by them directly or by elected
representatives."

Can this be so when a community is run by representatives who are elected in the ward system?

The town of South Bruce Peninsula has opted to place the question with a group of citizens called
the Governance Review Committee. They will review the current council composition and the ward
system.

I was there when the initial meeting of those from Hepworth, Wiarton, Amabel and Albermarle
got together prior to amalgamation. It was agreed at that meeting to use the ward system for the
first two years and then, when elections occurred again, the new municipality would revert to the
elections at large.

So while this may be an exercise to please some, it really isn't necessary if the intention at the
first meeting is to be observed.

The shortcomings of the ward system came to light when Jerry Blair, a Sauble businessman,
presented his petition with some 200 signatures to council with a request that the new bylaw for
parking at Sauble be rescinded. He asked that the bylaw of last season be once again applied,
thus reducing the fees.

Both members of the Sauble Ward, Mark Wunderlich and Ana Vukovic, were in favour and voted
so. Other members of council from other wards voted to keep the bylaw in its present form.

Now under the present ward system, all of those electors in Sauble have no way to show that
they disagreed with these "representatives" in the next election.

This is not really democracy.

I spoke with Larry Miller who is our present MP and who was Keppel's reeve and later mayor of
Georgian Bluffs. He said that during amalgamation representatives of Keppel, Sarawak and Derby
voted for election at large.

He in fact wrote with his wife to South Bruce Peninsula recently in support of an election at large
as he is a voter in that community.

Besides Geogian Bluffs, the Northern Bruce Peninsula has an election at large. So does Owen
Sound.

Anyway, the Governance Review Committee will see how residents react to a public consultation
on ward versus election at large.

They will ask: Should the ward system be eliminated? Should more wards be added? Should
councillors reside in the ward they represent? They will also study whether council should be
reduced and whether a deputy-mayor should be elected at large.
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They can also report to council on other matters involving elections.

This committee's review is non-binding and its recommendations can be ignored.

That is why one member of the committee, Richard Husak, who served on South Bruce
Peninsula's parking committee and remuneration committee is opting out.

"They didn't pay any attention when we reported on these two committees," he said. "So why
waste my time."

Other members of the committee are Cliff Bilyea, chairman; Vince Artuso, Jose Miles, Alex
Murchie and Jean Turner. They are expected to report to council before the end of this year.

Once the report is in, the council itself can make the decision on the ward system or an election
at large.

If they don't have the political will to do so they can have the question in the next election to be
in 2010. This must be decided by December of 2009, according to the Municipal Elections Act.

Should that be the case, there must be at least 50 per cent of the eligible voters in the
community casting ballots. Then a simple majority holds true, so says Luanne F. Phair, who is
municipal advisor to the western Municipal Services Office of the Ministry of Municipal Affairs
when quoting from the Municipal Election Act.

But wait a minute!

If the electors opt to go with an election at large from such a vote, it will not be in vogue until the
next election in 2014.

So show political will and go with other municipalities in this region. Don't have councillors voting
on items that voters can't respond to at the next election.


